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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL MONDAY 
MARCH 28 HEADED "TALKING WITH CUBA AT LAST." 

2. FINALLY, AFTER 16 YEARS OF HOSTILE NONCOMMUNICATION, 

HIGH-PITCHED SHOUTING ANP-FINAT I .Y-CONT ACTS THROUGH 
INTERMEDIARIES, THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA ARE NOW TALKING 
DIRECTLY AND QUIETLY TO EACH OTHER ABOUT PROBLEMS OF 
MUTUAL CONCERN. THE FIRST TALKS OPENED THE OTHER DAY IN 
NEW YORK ON FISHING RIGHTS AND MARITIME BOUNDARIES, AN 
ISSUE FORCED UPON THE TWO PHYSICALLY NEAR BUT POLITICALLY 
REMOTE COUNTRIES BY THEIR RECENT ASSERTION OF 200-MILE 
FISHING ZONES, WHICH OVERLAP. TALKS ON THE CONTROL OF 
TERRORISTS, BOTH THOSE WHO HIJACK AMERICAN AIRPLANES TO 
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HAVANA AND THOSE WHO LAUNCH ATTACKS ON CUBAN CITIZENS AND 
PROPERTIES, EVIDENTLY ARE NEXT ON THE AGENDA. AFTER THAT, 

IF THESE IMMEDIATE MATTERS GO REASONABLY WELL, DISCUSSIONS 
MAY PROCEED TO THE DIFFICULT POLITICAL ISSUES THAT NOW 
BLOCK NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND 
HAVANA. 
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3. FIDEL CASTRO HAS BEEN READY FOR SOME TIME TO GO DOWN 
THIS PATH. HE HAS HAD HIS EYE ON THE SUBSTANTIAL BENEFITS— 

IN TRADE, IN PHYSICAL SAFETY, AND IN THE SATISFACTION OF 
HAVING THE UNITED STATES ACCEPT THE CUBAN REVOLUTION- 
THAT NORMALIZATION WOULD BRING. PRESUMABLY HE ALSO WOULD 
APPRECIATE THE RESULTING GAIN IN POLITICAL DISTANCE FROM 
THE SOVIET UNION. PREVIOUS AMERICAN PRESIDENTS, HOWEVER, 
REGARDING CUBA AS A SPEARPOINT OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM 
AND AN AFFRONT TO AMERICAN SENSIBILITIES, COULD NOT BRING 
THEMSELVES TO CONSIDER RECONCILIATION. THRIVING ON 
AMERICAN ANTAGONISM, MR. CASTRO RESPONDED BY INTENSIFYING 
PRECISELY THOSE POLICIES OF FOREIGN ADVENTURE AND DOMESTIC 
REPRESSION OF WHICH AMERICANS DISAPPROVED. THE RESULT 
WAS, IN BAD YEARS, A COLD WAR INCLUDING, ON THE AMERICAN 
SIDE, EFFORTS TO UNSEAT AND EVEN MURDER FIDEL CASTRO. IN 
"GOOD" YEARS THE RESULT WAS A STALEMATE SERVING THE 
INTERESTS OF NEITHER SIDE. 

4. PRESIDENT CARTER, IT SEEMS TO US, IS TRYING TO BREAK 
THAT STALEMATE. HE HAS ACCEPTED THE NOTION THAT BOTH THE 
UNITED STATES AND CUBA HAVE SOMETHING TO GAIN FROM 
IMPROVING THEIR RELATIONS, AND THAT NEGOTIATION RATHER 
THAN CONFRONTATION PROVIDES THE BEST FRAMEWORK IN WHICH 
THE UNITED STATES CAN BRING ABOUT SOME ALTERATION OF THE 
CUBAN POLICIES TO WHICH IT OBJECTS. UNDERSTANDABLY, MR. 
CASTRO WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE TRADE EMBARGO LIFTED WITHOUT 
HIS HAVING TO PAY ANY POLITICAL PRICE. BUT THIS IS 
UNLIKELY TO HAPPEN ALL AT ONCE, THOUGH A LIFTING OF THE 
EMBARGO ON FOOD AND MEDICINE MIGHT AT SOME POINT HELP THE 
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PROCESS ALONG; AND IT IS UNLIKELY TO HAPPEN AT ALL WITH- 
OUT SOME CUBAN CHANGES OF HEART IN RELATION TO BOTH ITS 
POLITICAL PRISONERS AND ITS AFRICAN MILITARY EXPEDITIONS. 

5. IN ANY EVENT, THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAS SHOWN 
GOOD FAITH BY LIFTING RESTRICTIONS ON AMERICAN TRAVEL TO 
CUBA AND BY ENTERING UNCONDITIONAL TALKS WITH THE CASTRO 
GOVERNMENT. AS A CLOSE STUDENT OF AMERICAN POLITICS, 

FIDEL CASTRO SURELY KNOWS THAT THE BEST WAY HE CAN HELP 
GET THE EMBARGO LIFTED IS TO OFFER BALANCING NEIGHBORLY 
MOVES OF HIS OWN. (END TEXT.) 

CHRISTOPHER 
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